NOTES of the Meeting held on Sunday 29th June 2025 at the Village Hall, Hockering.
Cllrs Present at the Meeting: G Bambridge, P Cocker, P McIntee and J Blackwell
Also Present: Cllr Neeve, Cllr Higgins and 60 residents

Cllrs welcomed residents to the meeting and started with a brief overview of the proposed SDA’s from Breckland Council. The floor was then opened to the public to share their comments. 
Comments raised on the floor included: 
Infrastructure:
· Roads:  Current road infrastructure is not fit for purpose for use by construction traffic.
· Public footpaths are limited and some run through the proposed development areas. 
· Water and sewage can't cope now let alone with extra houses.
· There is not currently enough recreation areas for the increasing number of young people 
· No room in local schools
· No room at doctors’ surgery currently
· Not enough jobs nor businesses in the area currently, let alone to sustain this level of growth
· Can Bin men, postal and other services cope?
· Can Police/ambulance and fire service cope?
· Local shop will be at risk (if building a new shop) same with treasured farm shops and village pub

Environmental:
· Increase in Pollution as all residents will need transport to get to places of work (this is in contradiction to Labour’s Net Zero policy) 
· Wildlife and farming: Bats and Newts in the area.
· Development will take over important agricultural land. 
· More concrete causes flooding and bad drainage if any put in place

Village Character:
· Development will significantly change the character of the village.   
· Proposed development is the equivalent size of Swaffham. 
· Modern houses estates are badly planned and built with narrow and tight roads with little to no parking. These houses will be in stark contrast with the character and feel of our historic village. 
· Rubbish and building waste left at every building site going
· Shoddy and unsafe workmanship 
· Eyesore 
· Villagers raised concerns over the amount of social/immigrants housing that will be included

Social Mobility: 
How does this development fit with Labour’s Net 20 minute policy.  There is no existing infrastructure in place to support this number of houses and public transport is already struggling and unreliable.

• Non-local people buying up and renting out at ridiculous rates.
• Long wait for driving lessons and tests etc
• Promise to sort out/ upgrade junctions, crossings and public buildings but never follow through with doing it.

General comments: 
· It will kill the village. 
· Hockering will change into a town. 
· Has the number of unoccupied houses in Dereham been taken into account? 
· Has the dead area of land beside the new A47 been considered?
· People live in Hockering because they want to live in a semi-rural area, this development will change that irrevocably. 
· Crime statistically goes up with more houses
·  Increase in insurance costs for existing residents

Poll: 
Do you think the current infrastructure 	in and around Hockering could support the plan? 
Yes: 0%
No: 100%

Will the development change the village in a negative way? 
Yes: 100%
No: 0%

Will the development damage the existing local businesses? 
Yes: 75%
No: 25%

Will the development adversely affect drainage/flooding/environment? 
Yes: 100%
No: 0%

Will the development damage the local ecology? 
Yes: 100%
No: 0%

Will the be a good thing for Hockering socially? 
Yes: 0%
No: 100%

