
Response from Hockering Parish Council RE SDA’s in the locality of Hockering/East Tuddenham

Dear Councillors, 
Firstly, thank you for giving us the opportunity to attend the Round Table event on the 1st July.  We feel that this was a positive step towards Parish engagement and very beneficial in understanding the proposed developments. 
In the Round table event, you asked Parish Councils to consider impacts and benefits of the proposed SDA’s. Hockering Parish is directly affected by one of the SDA’s and partially affected by SDA largely in East Tuddenham. 
As you are aware, we held a village meeting on the 29th June to hear the views of our Parishioners on the proposed SDAs. Attached are the full notes from the meeting which summarises the issues and feelings of the 60 plus residents who attended. The polls at the end of the notes give direct responses to some of the questions that were posed by the Planning Team at the Round Table event on the 1st July. 
As mentioned in the email sent by Cllr McIntee on the 1st July there are two key messages that Hockering Parish Council would like to forward: 
 1: The villagers, although not happy, accept the concept of growth in keeping with the current size of Hockering i.e. organic growth of the current village
2: The villagers do not understand how growth of the size proposed is ‘strategically’ in the interests of the current residents of Hockering, or the people who would become the residents of the new areas or the region as a whole.
As you know, Hockering is currently around 400 dwellings and 800-900 people. Each of the SDA’s suggested could be 1000 plus dwellings with perhaps 2,500 residents each. The combined population would be roughly the size of Swaffham.
S106 
At the Round Table event Parishes were asked to consider S106 implications.  The attached notes cover many of these aspects - in particular, the polls.  We understand that any new developments would include infrastructure provisions for that development e.g. schools, recreation etc. The Parishoner’s concern is that the current infrastructure for existing Hockering residents is already inadequate before any new developments are considered. 
The Parish council is concerned that S106 is being used rather than CIL.  Our Parishioners are concerned that S106 contributions would come after the sale of the houses and the monies would go directly to the District. If CIL were used the monies would come from the sale of the land and a proportion would go to the Parish meaning that infrastructure improvements for the benefit of the existing villagers could begin before there are any houses to sell. This would be much more beneficial and palatable for the village. We believe that the experience of East Tuddenham with S106 contributions is that improvements for infrastructure were promised but were not delivered to the wider village, only the new development, so the existing residents have been left languishing.  

We hope that the attached notes are clearly set out, if you have any queries please do not hesitate to get in contact. 

Kind regards
Clllr Blackwell
Chair of Hockering Parish Council.  













